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The State of State School Finance Legislation in the New Millennium 



As we enter the new millennium, funding of public elementary and secondary education 
remains a critical function of state legislatures. This chapter opens with an overview of 1999 
school finance legislation and a comparative analysis of legislative activity from 1994 through 
1999, followed by a two-part trend analysis. The first focuses on legislation that reflects trends 
established over the past six years, while the second which explores more recent or emergent 
trends. The chapter closes with conclusions and policy implications. 

An Overview of 1999 School Finance Legislation and 
A Comparative Analysis of the 1994-1999 Legislative Sessions 

The 1999 legislative session closed with 563 bills passed and signed into law.' The 
number of bills passed by a single state ranged from zero in Kentucky and Minnesota to 38 in 
California. (See Table 1) School finance legislation covers a broad spectrum of school finance 
issues. While general state aid, the single largest source of state school funding, is often the 
focus of education finance research and analysis, state legislation addresses a range of education 
finance concerns as varied as charter school funding and education employee compensation. 
Taken together, this body of law paints a portrait of the many and varied goals legislatures hope 
to accomplish through education funding mechanisms, and, over time, reveals shifts in funding 
and policy priorities. 

For the purposes of analysis, I have divided the bills into sixteen categories: 1) State Aid 
to Elementary and Secondary Education; 2) Study Committees of State Education Funding 



Systems; 3) Lottery and Gaming Funds Used for Education; 4) School Infrastructure Funding; 
5) School Safety Funding; 6) Special Education Funding; 7) Technology Funding; 8) 
Transportation Funding; 9) Charter School Funding; 10) Tax Bases and Taxation for Education 
Funding; 1 1) Special Purpose Education Program Funding; 12) Budgeting and Fiscal 
Management; 13) Cross-District Student Enrollment Funding; 14) Supplemental Revenues for 
School Districts; 15) School Employee Compensation and Personnel Funding Issues; and 16) . 
Other Education Funding Legislation. (Table 2 lists abstracts of all bills by category, and Table 3 
lists the number of bills by category followed by the number of states in which that category of 
legislation was passed.) 

The number of bills passed during the 1 999 legislative session eclipsed earlier years and 
extended an overall trend of increasing levels of legislative activity since 1994. For example, in 
1994, only 127 bills were passed, while during the 1995-1997 sessions, total bills passed 
increased dramatically, from 212 bills in 1995 to 447 in 1997. The 1998 session represented the 
only exception to this trend with the number of bills passed dropping to 394. (See Figure 1.) 

In 1999, eleven of the sixteen categories of legislation listed above registered an increase 
in the number of bills passed. Increases were most dramatic in four areas: school infrastructure 
funding; charter school funding; special purpose education program funding; and school 
employee compensation and personnel issues.^ (See Tables 4 and 5.) 

Established Trends in State School Finance Legislation 

Over the past several years, state legislators’ awareness has been heightened in several 
critical areas of education funding. While it is accurate that lawmakers frequently subscribe to a 
regional view, looking to legislative trends in neighboring states, they are also cognizant of national 



trends. For example, it appears that the increase in funding measures for student achievement may 
be due to state-to-state influence, while, at the national level, a number of reports as well as federal 
bills, both proposed and passed, may have influenced the level of state legislative activity around 
the financing of educational technology, school infrastructure, and charter school funding. This 
section briefly examines trends in each of the four areas. 

Educational Technology Funding . During the 1999 legislative session, 17 states passed 26 
educational technology funding measures. Over the last six years, the number of bills passed per 
session has grown substantially, and the range of the legislation has expanded from the purchase of 
computer hardware and peripherals to include funding of professional development for educators, 
with the goal of utilizing technology more effectively and enhancing student achievement. 

School Infrastructure Funding . In recent legislative sessions, the number of school 
infrastructure funding bills has increased substantially. Aging school facilities, backlogs of deferred 
maintenance, increasing enrollments, and, in some cases, litigation, have placed pressure on 
legislatures to pass funding measures. During the 1999 session alone, 93 bills were passed in 35 
states. 

Charter School Funding . Over the past six years, charter school funding legislation has 
increased from a mere 3 bills in 1994 to 41 in 1999. The 1999 session continued a trend 
regarding the maturation of charter school funding legislation, with a number of legislatures 
returning to previously enacted laws, permitting the establishment and funding of charter 
schools, and fine-tuning fiscal provisions. In addition, in 1999, some legislatures expanded 
charter school funding to include financing of infrastructure. 

Student Achievement Funding . In 1999, almost half, or twenty-four, states, passed 39 
funding measures designed to improve student achievement, representing the strong interest of 



legislators in raising student achievement across the board. These measures represented a range 
of mechanisms, which can be divided into seven categories: 1) Extended, summer, and after- 
school programs; 2) Class size reduction; 3) Expansion of post-secondary education options; 4) 
Reading instruction in the early grades; 5) Academic success of all learners; 6) State standards; 
and 7) Education beyond the basics. 

Emergent Trends in State School Finance Legislation 
Teacher quality and early childhood education represent more recent trends in education 
ftmding, and, hence, are referred to as emergent trends. During the 1998 legislative session, 
four states passed ftmding bills to enhance teacher quality, with a cluster of six such measures 
passed in California alone. In 1999, thirteen states passed twenty-five bills, in areas such as 
professional development ftmding often targeted to specific disciplines, such as reading and 
mathematics; fiscal incentives for teachers to secure the National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards certification; and grants and loans to encourage new entrants into the 
teaching profession, particularly in critical shortage areas. Legislative interest in the ftmding of 
early childhood education has remained constant over the last three legislative sessions. In 1999, 
three states passed four measures, that ranged from establishing statewide commissions to study 
the feasibility of ftmding early childhood education to establishing fiscal incentives for school 
districts to offer pre-kindergarten programs. 

Conclusions and Policy Implications 

The number of bills, a total of 563, passed during the 1999 legislative session eclipsed 
earlier years and extended an overall trend of increasing levels of legislative activity since 1994. 
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This chapter provided an overview of the 1999 legislative session, a comparative analysis of 
state school finance legislation from 1994 through 1999, and a trend analysis, that examined 
established and emergent trends. Established trends are found in the funding areas of 
educational technology, school infrastructure, charter schools, and student achievement. More 
recent trends have emerged in the funding of teacher quality and early childhood education. At 
the beginning of the new millennium, legislative interest remains high over a broad spectrum of 
school finance issues. 



Endnotes 



‘ Source: Lexis-Nexis searches by the author (January, 2000). 

The dramatic increase in the category of school employee compensation and personnel issues is due, in part, to the 
addition this year of funding legislation for state school employee retirement systems and health insurance. 
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Table 1 

1999 State School Finance Legislation Totals by State 
(Number of bills passed) 


Alabama 


9 


Montana 


10 


Alaska 


2 


Nebraska 


9 


Arizona 


18 


Nevada 


17 


Arkansas 


30 


New Hampshire 


20 


California 


38 


New Jersey 


16 


Colorado 


5 


New Mexico 


18 


Connecticut 


13 


New York 


11 


Delaware 


6 


North Carolina 


4 


Florida 


17 


North Dakota 


17 


Georgia 


9 


Ohio 


4 


Hawaii 


11 


Oklahoma 


25 


Idaho 


11 


Oregon 


16 


Illinois 


18 


Pennsylvania 


2 


Indiana 


8 


Rhode Island 


3 


Iowa 


5 


South Carolina 


5 


Kansas 


4 


South Dakota 


9 


Kentucky 


0 


Tennessee 


11 


Louisiana 


23 


Texas 


19 


Maine 


13 


Utah 


15 


Maryland 


15 


Vermont 


3 


Massachusetts 


1 


Virginia 


36 


Michigan 


2 


Washington 


13 


Minnesota 


0 


West Virginia 


7 


Mississippi 


11 


Wisconsin 


1 


Missouri 


2 


Wyoming 


1 


Total 


563 
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Table 2.1 State Aid to Elementary and Secondary Education (co ntinued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.1 State Aid to Elementary and Secondary Education (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Provides additional funding for certain school districts that have either decreasing or increasing enrollments. H.B. 147 



Table 2.1 State Aid to Elementary and Secondary Education (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Increases the total per-anb and basic entitlements for public schools for school fiscal years 2000 and 2001; increases the total per-anb 
entitlement for an elementary school district or a K- 12 district elementary program to a specified amount for school fiscal year 2000 and to 
a specified amount for school fiscal year 2001 . S.B. 100 
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State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 



oo 

CN 

T3 



u 






s 



> 

£ 

Q. 

u 

E 

> 

o 

CU) 

T3 



C 

o 



0 > 

Q. 

O 

C 

cd 

t: 

o 

a. 



0 > 

u 

c 

o 



CU) 

£ 

"o 

o 



Q> 

CU) 



U 



2 

.A 

Z 



(U 



<S 

<s 

CQ 

J 



13 
C 
Cd 
(/3 

S) o 

if .So 
2 E 2 

S2 E u 

<b O 

.S2 O T3 

.s « s 
s ^ - 

•o 

Cd o 

— . ^ c; 
^ c3 

^ s - 

c/5 cd c3 

^ c/T .2 
e 

5 ( 1 ) ra 

|.E S 
i:s 
<s I 

^ w s 

0) ^ Cd 

^Sl'o 



> 

P 



- o .§ 

a O 

t/T c/T o 

4-^ 

S - W) 
She 

^ 5 

c/3 T3 CO 

^ "S 
O O ^ 

4-> O C/3 

c ^ 2 
^ 2 
"O 3 
C C4-. X> 

^ o ~ 

4-^ Td 

•g .2 i 

S ^ I 

O 

o. 

5 o J 

'Sa.s 

© C Ofi 

<u 2 c 
u x: ^ 



^1 

c 



0 > 

J3 



O O 
*£ 



^ c 

Cd *i3 Q 
C jd ^ 

g ’" <L> O 

o 

4J C "5 S' 
« .2 £2 " 
1 -? ° S 
o |,.i -o 

trt 4_* a> 

2 « S3 .2 

crt Cd c I 

o> c Cd ^2 

"SS *2 ftO 55 
CO p c* p 

0 ) .5 o 

as o 2 



C/3 

£ 

..u 

c/3 ^ 
X 

Cd ^ 



,<L) 



h 

0 > 

Cd 



QQ 

X 

u 

a 

£ 

4> 

.C 

w 

c 

o 



p 



o. 

o 

>-• 

04 

o. 

Cd 



c/3 Q> 

,S| 

3 R 

JO c 
0 > O 

^ -3 

cd o> 
d> 

£ c^ 
c-> :o 
• 2 -§ 
X ^ 
cd o> 

>v 

D --0 

p Cd 

■S <2 

3 00 

Cd .S 
^ *2 



0 > 

•a 

•I 



0> 

04 

o 



U 4 

= 3 

o ® 

.3 (U 

4-4 

Cd r 

u 

•S 
0 > 






E « 

|i 

Cd O 
crt *5 ^ 
O <N 

•S3 2 .S 

2-^2 
V5 2 tn 

W .S := 



u 



cu 

^ I 

^ A 

Z S 3 



c/3 . 

■§ 0'S 

Op £ <u 



Cd 

o 

w 

a> 



T3 

0> 



o 

JO 



Q> C/5 

^ a 
I 2 

S) 

c 

o 



. T3 
^ O) 
CO . 

e<2 

■S s 



o 

o 

.b 

T3 

a 

Cd 

04 

o 

JO 



JZ 

E 

o 



^ Cd 

S 4> 



X 

2 






0> 

Q4 

2 

Cl. 



3 .2 5 

. 4, T3 



i2 

o> 

•5 

a 

? 

0> 



<u 
a> 

_ ^ 

i § 

O c/3 

^ Cm 

O 

•S 

0> 

T3 
Cd 

E 



c/3 4—t 

■o ^ 

> i::! 

O T3 

fe- § 

Cm O 
O 
0> 



CN 

.s 



<l> 

Crt 

Cd 

c^ 

.s 

z ja 



0> 

•5 

O 4-1 

*0 .52 
.0 

*n c« 

h o 

C/3 U 

^ u 






04^ 



o 

o 



o 

^ 0-T3 n 
•5 T3 o 

*2 w W gQ 

s: 



s*l 



0> 

- s 



0> 



0> 



a 

Cd 

o> 



*X3 

tC ^ 
3 
O 



O ^ 



4S 

iS 



CQ 

s? .1 

O .i :3 J 

i2 P it 

» fe S. 



u 

s 

O 

U 



o 

O4 

£ 

04 

c 

o 



T3 

o 

c/3 

o 

"2 

'> 

p 



X 

2 



g.<N 

£.S 

O4 ’X3 

c £ 

o ^ 

+*4 — ^ 

Cd 

u 



c/3 



-g £ 

« (j 

'2 

•r* 

2 CQ 

C/3 • 

o s 



CO 5 
cn 0> 

jc e 
^ o 

-S « 

^ E 

CO S 

" S 

Jg" .S 



3 0> 

M 4>.4 

E co 

o <i> 

«£ TS 

.si 

T3 13 



C ^ 
.2 — 
*S 

o u 
3 Vm 
T3 'r^ 



u o. 

13 c/3 

•§ 2 

CO a> 

0> U4 

."i -B- 

jO ^ 
cd ^ 

^ !3 

UJ j: 



<L> g 

^ o 
o 

o 

CO 

o^ 



CO 



*E 

o 

S.; 

00 I 

•S E 

Q> "2 o> 

S3 “ ^ 
?> i 



I 

00 

On 






.E o 



O 



CO 

CO 



Q> E ^ 

3 -2 ^ 

~ 4.^ p- 

2 -S 

O ,’3 
H ^ *E 

S £ T3 

04 r/) 

^ 

o S ’5 

O c/3 

o ^ 
J§ .2 

^ CO 

5? ^ 



•5 

00 

.S 

"3 

-2 

Id 



CO 

a 

Cd 

u 

Cd 

*3 w 

3 

0 

O 2 

w 

^ .s 
.2 ^ 

04 

O4 h 
cd .CO 

= jo o 
'i T) o 

I 

E ^ 

,5 cj O4 
-4 o u, 

Xi tO 

^ CO ^ 

^ -o — 

o E ® 

M'S 2 

!2 I' i3 

c8 a u 

C 4-» 

.2 ,S « 

J « ^ . 

J 0> . 3 
T3 Xi 

a>^ 

£ p O4 
CO 

rtri 
.0 ^ £ 

^ S .S3 
c 

0 0> £ 

1 

2 J •- 2 

b T 3 "S 2 

" S 

■-2 m 

U . 

'.s < 






0> 

li. 



.0 

£ 

O4 

CO 

to 



3 O 

JO ^ 
_ 



£ 

04 

c 
<u 
0> 



£ 

•-5 

Z 



O 

<ts 

^ P 

Cd ^ 
C T3 

S. 3 



o 

>> s 

3 

O O 
3 = 

3 o 

CJ ’.s 
C Cd 

c 

O '3 
VO ^ 

a 2 

ON Q> 
^ T3 
c^ Q> 

2s 

c.> 

< <2 
£P <8 

C *75 



.1 <S 

U4 Cd 
»T3 CO 

C 

E :2 

c o 

Q> C 

E cx 

II 

& ^ 
M -s 
— 

cd C 

g<s 



o 

o 

u 

CO 



04 

(U 



Cd 

3 
T3 

u 

o 

CO 

O , 

.S s 

1.53 

04 'T3 

E c 

O 3 
CJ '*-• 

•5 a 

s ^ 

T3 w 
C ^ 
3 

^ <D 

.2 f 

£ Cd 
CO *5 
T3 

c 

O 
JO 
JO 
< 



(U 

04 

CO 

Cd 



' 73 
^ o 
O C 

c a 

O '' 



sc 
^ o 
cd 00 



(i> 



1 i 

D > 

T3 J= 
<1> .2 



CO 

73 

C 

1> 

E 

< 



n 

C/5 

CO 
4-» 

o 

£ 

.CO 

a 

- ^ 
J3 CO 

*£ ® 
CO 73 

a a 



dO 

c 



Cd 

J 



c.> 

Cd 

h 

c 

o 

U 

a 

o 

c/3 



JO 

3 

CL4 

O 

•5 



c 

.0 

4-4 

3 

.0 

’> 



Cd 

c 

CJ 

O4 

Cd 



CJ 

*£ 



o 

o 

X 

CJ 



E 

o 

a 



00 

o 

00 

00 

c/5 



S 

" E 

a 00 

ii 

.S'= 
2 g 

T3 

l| 

CJ C 

2 ° 

C/5 CJ 

O CJ 
^ O 

3 C 
3 CJ 

o .op 

§ 

CO C 

E £ 

Ij cfc 



c 

CJ 

> 

£ 

00 

.3 

CO 

Cd 

CJ 



CJ 

.s 

E 



CJ 

73 

,P. 



CJ 

3 

£ 

a 

c 



c 

CJ 



o 

u 

'3 

4J 



z 



CO 



JO 



o 

ERIC 



I* 



C/) 



a 

> 

0 > 



u 

o 



o 

W) 

cd 

w 

c 

u 

u 

o. 

a> 

•s 

c /5 

t>0 

c 

cd 

JH 

u 

2^ 
cd w 
.tS w 
O.U= 

c)) 
c /5 



u 

U 

,p 



a> 

T3 

a> 

(X. 



2 

u 

>w^ 

00 

QQ 

c /5 

c 

o 



.S £ 



u Q 

^ o> 
O a> 

5 |g 

T3 3 
c o 
o> ^ 
o. c 
X o 

« -i 3 

^ s 
•S:H 

u cd 
<2 §• 
1/5 PU 

o> 

> ^ 
a ■*-» 

S ^ 

o, a> 
c -S 

.2 .S 



a> 

w 

cd 

o> 

Od 



Cd 

cj 



C 

Cd 

c 

o 



c 

0 > 

E 

>* 

Cd 

o. 

<u 



0 > 

Cd 

E 



u 

'£ 



o 

o 

JH 

(J 

c /5 

0 > 

•5 



o 

o 

J= 

(J 

c /5 

Cd 

O 

w 

c /5 

w 

c 

a> 



(N 

T3 



c /5 

C /5 

s 

u 

<s 

o 

n 

QQ 

c /5 



o. o 
T 3 CQ 

0 > W 

S 

to 



O 

2 

o 



o _ 

CU) 

.S 
-o 



CO 
CO 

VJ 

?■§ 

_r^ D 



J 3 



T3 . 

« 3 . 

o « ,o 



^ X) 

•- (t> 

^ T3 

.s 



0 > 



2 

^ s 
2 2 
<I « 



a 

Q 

J3 

r 

o 

Z 



<s 

QQ 

c /5 



c 

o 



.S 

o 

!H 

3 

& 

( 4 ^ 

o 

c 

0 > 

•o 

c 

0 > 



(U 

o. 



0 > 

•5 

Xi 

2 

*E 



o 

o 

JH 

(J 

CO 

0 > 

S 



C 

0 > 

E 

3 

O. 

o 

CO 

OJ 

Cd 



»/) 

<S 

QQ 

CO 

.2 

]u 

"o 

o. 

c 

o 

Cd 

CJ 

3 

T3 

0 > 



CJ 

0 > 

o. 



2 



a> 

i3 



o 

x: 

o 

3 

O 

u 



x> 

£ 



3 

0 > 

3 

0 > 



*0 .S 



(L> 

cx 

3 

C/3 

(L> 

:S 

( 4 ~i 

o 

0 ^ 
•S -S 

1 "S 
— . •*-* 
O CO 



CO 

CO 

cd o 



3 

E 

c/T 

o 



i ^'' 

Cd fN 

• ^ e 

CO .3 

o *0 
3 <1> 
^ to 



.s 

3 



O 



Q> — ' 






»/) 


O c 




E o 






QQ 


3 U 


X 


i-g 


CO 


i.f 


,o 


a to 


J4^ 


.2 2 


*3 




3 


2 co" 


T3 



T3 

pq 

u 

(U 

4 :: 



g § 

E cs 

S .2 



3 

s. ^ 

O" 3 

2 -a 
c « 

O cd 

S -a S' 

«)2 



SP 

’£■ 

u 

<2 

CO 



Qd 
o> 

Cd T 3 

4 -» (U 

C/3 .3 
o> 3 

•5 

+2 o 

1 ^ 

Q Xi 
XT <>0 

§ -S 

2 *2 
CU3_P 

o 
(X 
£X 



5 b^ 
o ® 



4 ? 

CO 

"o 

4 :: 

C 4 

C/3 

3 

O 



C 4 

.s 

o> 
•o 
o 
U 

3 
O 

od 
o 
3 
T3 
5 W 
3 0> 

H:S 

3 C<^ 

E o 

O CO 

:i.2 

c |2 

*> 
o> 
u 

0 > 
> 



0 

JH 

CJ 

CO 

a> 

1 

JH 

C 4 

w' 

(4 

§ 

T3 

3 

0 > 

ti 

3 

'E 

T 3 

0 > 

Oi) 

2 

a> ■ 
> 

3 

a 

o 



O 

a> 

•5 



3 

2 

u 



0 
cx 

CO 

1 

o - 
o 

43 
(4 
CO 

O c3 

^ oo'' 



^ <N 

73 



3 
<l> 

4-* 

X 13 -. 

<U 3 JN 



A 

s 

o 

J3 

A 

3 

O 



3 

U 



I ^ 
fi 2 

3 5> 

’E 

^ -3 
«4 S 

0 w 

3 3 

.2 ^ 

1 2 



:3 ^ 

c 2 

^ CO 

3 *3 

1 ^ 

<2 .S 

CO *3 
« 3 S 
43 3 

.S3 -O 
3 .2 

2 S 

“ B- 

is 

I ^ 

^ T> 

.S c 

I ‘S 
S 1 
0-2 

3 3 

•2 y 

'S -3 

*£ 4 

:S = 

^ c 2 
— 
o 

■ju O 
S 43 Td- 
O (4 ^ 
CO 



^ <N 
3 



i 



•s 

3 
O 

E 

CO fc. 

P 0> 

I 

cr £ 

2 S «N 
io'' cx.g 

S *5 ^ 

.2 I = 

S cfa 

3^2 

CX c 
o .2 w 
CO 3 ^ 

i> r£ fO 

h ^ 
CO QQ 

od ^ c/3 



o> 

•5 

o 

CO 

<u 

w 

.2 

0 > 

•y' 

o 

w 

3 

’£ 

CO 

•3 



•3 

o 

3 

O 

'€ 

o 

cx 

cx 

3 

O 

o 2 

w 

CO (N 
^ r? 



O 

O 

Un 

3 

3 

3 



: *3 

<u 



CO 

CO 

2 

u 



CO 

O 

O 

43 

O 

CO 

O 

w 

0 > 

E 

o 



CO 

0 
W) o 

•g BQ 

E? 

3 
0 > 

: ^ 

(L> 

^ 3 

S 

•a a> 

■s^ 

W •Q 

g i 

Is 

cx ^ 
O 
S 

1 g 

i-J 

S ^ 

3 3 
O c«^ 

*€ ® 
o £2 

S' " 
S- c: 
3 o 

2 

♦-* c /5 
CO •— 

2 s 

3 E 
o> o 
0^ U 



,P 



<s 

<s 

QQ 

c/3 



3 

O 



T3 

§ 



-3 

3 

<u 

cx 

X 

<u 



o 

o 

43 

C4 



E 

0^ 



<j 2 



c 

o 

bi) 

0 / 

u 

o 



2 w 



3 ^ 

E X 2 



CO 



er|c 



South Dakota Revises certain provisions relating to state aid to education. H.B. 1031 



Table 2. 1 State Aid to Elementary and Secondary Education (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.4: Capital Outlay Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Relates to enhancing pupil safety. Requires any school district applying for funding pursuant to the Greene Act to include in its plans and 
specifications for the construction or fabrication of a new of modernized school building, as defined, that includes the construction or 
fabrication of new or modernized classrooms, a hard-wired connection to a public switched network in each new or modernized classroom. 
A.B. 1136 (Cross-listed in 2.5) 
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Table 2.4: Capital Outlay Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.4: Capital Outlay Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.4: Capital Outlay Funding (continued) 
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Table 2.4: Capita! Outlay Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2 . 4 : Capital Outlay Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Relates to the investment of debt service funds by school districts, junior college districts, and community college districts. S.B. 1089 

Relates to the issuance and sale of bonds and time warrants by school districts and the issuance of obligations and execution of credit 
agreements by certain school districts and junior college districts. S.B. 1091 (Cross-listed in 2.12) 



Table 2.4: Capital Outlay Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.4: Capital Outlay Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.5: School Safety Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.6: Special Education Funding (continue d) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Establishes a study committee to consider issues related to the Driver Training Fund; exempts persons covered under Americans With 
Disabilities Act from driver's education requirement for obtaining a driver's license. H.B. 616 (Cross-listed in 2.1 1) 

Requires that a town to disclose in its annual budget the amount of any reimbursements received to offset special education expenditures, 
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Table 2.6: Special Education Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.7: Technology Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.8: Transportation Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.8: Transportation Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Provides a homestead exemption from certain ad valorem taxes levied by, for, or on behalf of the City of Trion Independent School District 
or residents or that district who are 70 years of age or older and whose gross annual household income does not exceed $20,000. H.B. 721 
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State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2. 10 Tax Bases and Taxation for Education Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.10 Tax Bases and Taxation for Education Funding (con tinued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Washington Provides that all school district elections held on May 19, 1998, at which the number and proportion of persons required by law voted to 

authorize bonds or tax levies, are validated regardless of any failure to publish notice of the election; provides that no action challenging the 
validity of any such election may be brought later than thirty days after the effective date of the act. S.B. 5004 (Cross-listed in 2.4) 

Provides that, commencing with calender year 2000, in addition to a school district's other general fund allocations, each eligible district 
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Table 2.1 1: Special Purpose Education Program Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Relates to written proof of immunizations for enrollment of children in public schools. H.B. 1146 

Authorizes the Board of Education to establish fees for the administrative costs of collecting fees for overdue or lost books, for use of 
materials requiring special equipment, and library sponsored seminars and workshops. H.B. 1170 
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Table 2.1 1: Special Purpose Education Program Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.11: Special Purpose Education Program Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Table 2.1 1 : Special Purpose Education Program Funding (continued) 

State Summaty of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Relates to adoption of school curriculum standards; relates to social studies curriculum; requires the State Textbook Committee to review 
certain texts; relates to professional development funds. S.B. 758 (Cross-listed in 2.15) 

Tegon Directs Department of Education to apply for federal grants available through Partnerships in Character Education Pilot Project; encourages 

school districts to use Character First! Education Series or similar secular program on character development; expands district school board 
authorization to provide board and room in lieu of transportation. H.B. 2670 (Cross-listed in 2.8) 



Table 2.1 1 : Special Purpose Education Program Funding (continued) 

State Summary of Legislation/Bill Number 
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Tables 

1999 State School Finance Legislation Totals by Category 


Category of Legislation 


Number of Bills 


Number of States 


State Aid to Elementary and Secondary Education 


63 


33 


Study Committees of State Education Funding Systems 


4 


3 


Lottery and Gaming Funds Used for Education 


7 


5 


School Infrastructure Funding 


93 


35 


School Safety Funding 


18 


11 


Special Education Funding 


36 


24 


Technology Funding 


26 


17 


Transportation Funding 


18 


16 


Charter School Funding 


41 


20 


Tax Bases and Taxation for Education 


70 


31 


Special Purpose Education Program Funding 


139 


40 


Budgeting and Fiscal Management 


36 


16 


Cross-District Student Enrollment Funding 


6 


5 


Supplemental Revenues for School Districts 


24 


14 


School Employee Compensation and Personnel Issues 


90 


31 


Other Education Funding Legislation 


24 


20 



Table 4 

Comparison of Selected Categories of 1999 State School Finance Legislation: 
. 1994H999 Legislative Sessions 



Category of Legislation 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


State Aid to Elementary and Secondary Education 


36 


31 


37 


51 


50 


63 


Study Committees of State Education Funding Systems 


4 


5 


4 


6 


4 


4 


Lottery and Gaming Funds Used for Education 


4 


4 


1 


4 


3 


7 


School Infrastructure Funding 


18 


37 


41 


70 


60 


93 


School Safety Funding 


4 


12 


6 


3 


8 


18 


Special Education Funding 


19 


13 


21 


18 


32 


36 


Technology Funding 


4 


5 


12 


29 


19 


26 


Transportation Funding 


5 


8 


10 


17 


17 


18 


Charter School Funding 


3 


9 


12 


14 


21 


41 


Tax Bases and Taxation for Education 


13 


35 


32 


71 


85 


70 




16 



( 



86 



Table 5 

Comparison of Selected Categories of 1999 State School Finance Legislation: 
1996-1999 Legislative Sessions 



Category of Legislation 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Special Purpose Education Program Funding 


35 


96 


98 


139 


Budgeting and Fiscal Management 


31 


44 


30 


36 


Cross-District Student Enrollment Funding 


8 


10 


9 


6 


Supplemental Revenues for School Districts 


8 


10 


8 


24 


School Employee Compensation and Personnel Issues 


22 


47 


53 


90 


Other Education Funding Legislation 


19 


43 


33 


24 



Figure 1 

State School Finance Legislation Totals: 1994-1999 

(Number of Bills Passed per Session) 




Year 
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